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Abstract: This article examines the role of national and spiritual values in

shaping the socio-cultural development of youth in contemporary Uzbekistan.

The study explores value transformation under globalization, emphasizing the

interaction between traditional cultural heritage and modern ideological

influences. Particular attention is given to the formation of youth identity, moral

resilience, and civic responsibility. The paper argues that value-based

education remains a key factor in ensuring social stability and sustainable
development.
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Introduction

In the modern stage of social development, Uzbekistan is undergoing
significant reforms aimed at strengthening human capital and improving societal
well-being. Within this process, the issue of value orientation has become
increasingly important, especially in relation to youth education and social
integration.

Values function as a foundational mechanism regulating human behavior,
social relations, and cultural continuity. In a rapidly globalizing world, where
informational and ideological influences are intensifying, preserving national
identity while adapting to universal norms has become a critical academic and
practical challenge.

Literature Review and Theoretical Framework
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The scientific study of values, known as axiology, emerged in European
philosophy in the second half of the 19th century. Early contributions by R.
Lotze and H. Cohen laid the foundation for understanding values as
philosophical categories. Later, P. Lapie introduced the term “axiology” to
define the systematic study of values as an independent field of knowledge.

In the 20th century, phenomenological and hermeneutic philosophers such
as E. Husserl, M. Heidegger, and H.-G. Gadamer further developed the
conceptual framework of value interpretation, focusing on human experience
and cultural meaning.

In Uzbekistan, value theory has been actively developed in the works of
Q. Nazarov and H. Shayxova, who emphasized the interconnection between
national identity, moral development, and social consciousness. Their research
highlights the importance of values as a stabilizing factor in social
modernization.

Methodology

The present study adopts a qualitative theoretical research design aimed at
examining value systems in the context of youth socio-cultural development.
The methodological framework is based on the following approaches:

o Comparative analysis of philosophical concepts, which enables the
identification and evaluation of different theoretical interpretations of values
across various schools of thought;

« Systemic interpretation of value structures, allowing the study of
values as an interconnected and hierarchically organized system within society;

o Historical-logical method, used to trace the evolution and
transformation of value systems in relation to social and cultural development;

« Generalization of socio-cultural patterns, which helps to synthesize
empirical and theoretical findings into coherent conclusions regarding youth

value formation.
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This integrated methodological approach provides a comprehensive and
multidimensional understanding of the functioning of values in shaping youth
development within contemporary socio-cultural conditions.

The Socio-Cultural Nature of Value Systems

Value systems represent historically formed structures that define norms,
ideals, and behavioral models within society. They evolve alongside social
transformation and reflect the cultural identity of a nation.

From a sociological perspective, values act as a regulatory mechanism
shaping collective behavior and ensuring social cohesion. At the same time, they
are not static; they are continuously reinterpreted in response to historical,
economic, and cultural changes.

Globalization has significantly accelerated the transformation of value
systems, introducing new cultural models while simultaneously challenging
traditional norms. This dual process creates both opportunities for integration
and risks of cultural fragmentation.

National and Universal Values: A Dialectical Relationship

National values reflect the historical experience, traditions, language, and
cultural identity of a specific nation. Universal values, on the other hand,
represent ethical principles shared across humanity, such as justice, dignity, and
respect for human rights.

These two categories should not be viewed as contradictory. Instead, they
function in a dialectical relationship where national identity is enriched through
universal norms, while universal values gain cultural expression through
national traditions.

Such an approach ensures cultural sustainability while promoting
openness to global development.

The Role of Values in Youth Development
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Youth represent a critical demographic group responsible for the future
intellectual and cultural progress of society. Therefore, the formation of their
value system is of strategic importance.

Empirical observations and theoretical studies indicate that young
individuals grounded in strong cultural and moral values demonstrate:

. higher civic engagement;

. stronger identity stability;

. increased resistance to destructive ideological influences;

. greater social responsibility.

Educational institutions, family structures, and social environments play a
decisive role in transmitting these values.

Globalization and Contemporary Challenges

The intensification of global information flows has had a profound impact
on the formation of youth consciousness in contemporary society. On the one
hand, globalization expands access to information, knowledge exchange, and
intercultural communication, thereby creating new opportunities for personal
and educational development. On the other hand, it also generates a set of
challenges related to cultural and ideological influences.

Among the key risks identified in academic discourse are value relativism,
cultural homogenization, and the potential for ideological manipulation through
digital media and mass communication platforms. These processes may weaken
traditional cultural frameworks and contribute to the transformation of
established value orientations among young people.

In response to these challenges, scholars highlight the importance of
developing the concept of “value immunity”, understood as the individual’s
capacity to critically assess external cultural and informational influences while
preserving core elements of national and cultural identity. This ability is
considered essential for maintaining cognitive independence and ensuring

balanced socio-cultural adaptation in a globalized environment.
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Discussion
The modernization of contemporary society necessitates a balanced and well-
considered approach to value transformation. On the one hand, participation in
global processes requires openness, flexibility, and the ability to adapt to rapidly
changing socio-cultural conditions. On the other hand, the preservation of
cultural continuity remains a fundamental factor in sustaining national identity
and ensuring intergenerational transmission of values.

In this regard, the education system plays a crucial role in harmonizing
these two dimensions. It should not only facilitate students’ integration into the
global knowledge space but also strengthen their connection to national heritage,
cultural traditions, and historical memory. Accordingly, educational frameworks
must incorporate both national value systems and universal ethical principles,
thereby promoting the holistic development of young people as culturally
grounded and globally competent individuals.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that value systems are a fundamental component
of socio-cultural development. In contemporary Uzbekistan, the harmonization
of national and universal values plays a crucial role in shaping a stable,
educated, and socially responsible youth population.

Strengthening value-based education is essential for ensuring long-term
social cohesion, cultural sustainability, and national development.
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